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Entry into Official Position and Family Status
of the Han Aristocracy in the Early Northern Wei Dynasty

Liu Jun

(Research Institute of Ancient Documents, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin 130012, China)

Abstract: At the end of the 4th century, the nomadic people outside the great wall came to
central plain, following the patricianism inherent in the Han nationality area, maintaining the or-
der of the patricians, properly settling down the Han patricians, and seeking cooperation and un-
derstanding, so as to maintain lasting peace and stability. The Northern Wei Dynasty, according
to the custom of the Wei and Jin Dynasties, absorbed the Han aristocrats to the officialdom, re-
laxed the admission qualification and fully satisfied Han aristocrats’ needs to raise their family
status, thereby integrating social forces and expanding the foundation of governance. The key
measure is to establish a roughly four-level correspondence between the starting officials and aris-
tocratic families, adjust the relationship between rank and real power, and establish a pattern of
identity and interests isolating from each other and thoroughly carry out the idea of aristocracy.
The urgent identity crisis forced the Northern Wei Dynasty, who was on the edge of China, to
faithfully inherit the Wei and Jin traditions, making its early institutional system show a distinct
Han-style appearance, and its inheritance role in the development of medieval political civilization
was also brought into play.

Key words: the early Northern Wei Dynasty; Han aristocracy; the entry into official posi-

tion; family status; identity order
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