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Marx’s Criticism of Hegel’s Logic

Cao Zhifan

(School of Marxism, West Anhui University, Lu’an, Anhui 237012, China)

Abstract: Marx’s criticism of Hegel’s logic focuses on what constitutes “social reality” and
“historical science”. Marx’s critique is threefold: firstly, it reveals the essence of Hegel’s philo-
sophical metaphysics and establishes the theoretical premise of real subject-social historical mate-
rialism, thus saving the idea of “subjectivity”. Secondly, it points out that the essence of “real-
ity” in Hegel’ s philosophy is self-consciousness and that the truth of “reality” lies in “practice”,
thus reconstructing the concept of social reality. Thirdly, it shows Hegel’s mistake in referring
to logical progress as the historical process. As the historical process lies in the historical logic
unfolded by material productive life, a materialistic historical view of proletarian emancipation re-
flecting modern social reality is thus formed.

Key words: Marx; Hegel’ s logic; absolute spirit; practice; social reality; historical logic
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