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Influence of Liang Qichao’s “New Historiography” on the
New Historical Textual Criticism during the Republic of China

Zhang Feng
(History School, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)

Abstract: When examining Liang Qichao’s “New Historiography” and the New Historical
Textual Criticism of the Republic of China, we often compare Liang Qichao’s thought of general-
izing history for practical use and the concept of seeking truth in special history of the New His-
torical Textual Criticism, emphasizing the difference between the two, which conceals the truth-
seeking aspect of Liang Qichao’s “New Historiography”, as well as the practical tendency and
the pursuit of the general history of the New Historical Textual Criticism, and artificially creates
the fracture and illusion in the context of academic development with a misplaced reference sys-
tem. Liang Qichao not only has a multidimensional influence on scholars of the New Historical
Textual Criticism such as Hu Shi, Gu Jiegang, and Fu Sinian, but also expands its field of his-
torical research, its scope of historical data collection, and multidisciplinary methods to research
history, reflecting the gradual advancement of academics and internal logic of process. From the
overall process of the modernization of Chinese historiography, whether it was the new historiog-
raphy advocated by Liang Qichao or the new historical textual criticism that emerged during the
Republic of China, the two were largely the same in using the new western theories and extrac-
ting scientific resources from traditional Chinese academics to promote the modern transforma-
tion of traditional Chinese historiography.
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