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New Evidence of Ancient Shu Culture and Sanxingdui “Shenwu Fusang”

Li Cheng, Zhang Yipin

(School of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Although Ba and Shu are always mentioned together in “Ba-Shu culture”, the fo-
cus of the study mainly lies in Shu culture. A clear distinction between “Ba-Shu culture” should
be made by the examining historical records, or it would be more objective to make research re-
spectively on ancient Shu culture, ancient Ba culture, Bashu culture in a narrow sense, and
Bashu culture in a broad sense. The study of ancient Shu culture should focus on the Spring and
Autumn Period and previous period, with Shu as the center, and care about the exchanges be-
tween ancient Shu, South Asia, and the Yellow River Basin, which will be a key point of future
research on ancient Shu culture. More research is needed on the connection between the cultural
relics unearthed in Shu and the existing documents. Take Sanxingdui as an example, there may
be a hidden connection between the “bronze scared tree” and the “Shenwu Fusang” recorded in
Shanhaijing. The Cultural Interaction and Integration of Ancient Bashu and South Asia ex-
plores ancient Shu culture and offers us a new approach.
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