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Re-exploration of Confucian Orthodoxy

Liang Tao

(School of Chinese Classics, Renming University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: In the history of Confucianism, there are two views of Orthodoxy, i.e., under-
standing history in terms of the orthodox and understanding the orthodox in terms of history. In
fact, one can only understand history in terms of the orthodox but hardly understand the ortho-
dox in terms of history. The core of Confucian orthodoxy is benevolence and righteousness, and
there are two approaches to Confucian benevolence and righteousness: one being from benevo-
lence to righteousness and the other being from righteousness to benevolence. The benevolence
and righteousness of Confucian orthodoxy should be a unification of the two approaches. The or-
thodoxy of Confucius, Zencius, Zisi and Mencius cannot represent the whole development of
Confucianism, and there are obvious shortcomings in the traditional Four Classics. Therefore,
taking the new orthodoxy as a guideline and the New Four Classics as the basic classics have be-
come the key to unifying Mencius and Xucius, and the innovation of kindness.

Key words: Orthodoxy; understanding history in terms of the Dao; understanding the Dao in

terms of history; benevolence; “New Four Classics”
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