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Connectedness to Nature:
A Research on Tourist Experiences of Study Tours to Nature

Cai Kexin', He Hai*, Guo Ling'
(1. Business and Tourism School, Sichuan Agricultural University, Chengdu 611830, China;
2. School of Tourism & Event Management, Chongqing University of Arts and Sciences, Chongqing 402160, China)

Abstract: Based on the analysis framework of behavioral context, ambient context and emo-
tional context, qualitative research was conducted on the tourist experience of families participat-
ing in study tours to nature. This paper finds that connectedness to nature is the core in experien-
cing study tours to nature as they focus on building a close relationship between human and na-
ture. Tourists can build the relationship through the cognition and emotion. Cognition of educa-
tion is an important experience of study tours and serves as the basis of experiencing connected-
ness to nature. Study tutors cast a crucial influence on achieving connectedness to nature, espe-
cially in terms of altering the “way of seeing” for tourists to have more perception of nature.
Study tours to nature also play a positive role in the mental and physical growth of children.

Key words: connectedness to nature; tourist experience; study tours
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