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On the Review of Humanities and Social Sciences Papers from
the Perspective of Phenomenology and Hermeneutics

Shuai Wei

(Editorial Office of the Journal of SNU, Sichuan Normcel Univemisity, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Paper reviewing is the most important work for the executive editors, as it is di-
rectly related to the quality of the journal, and executive editors’ paper reviewing ability mat-
ters. In this regard, Husserl’s phenomenology, the peak of modern German philosophy, as well
as the philosophical hermeneutics based on the Husserl’s phenomenology, provide a solid theo-
retical foundation and a research method. Through the methods of Husserl’s phenomenology and
the philosophical hermeneutics of Heidegger and Gadamer, the activity of paper reviewing can be
looked into and the essential process or structure that is constructed or revealed in pure con-
sciousness can be seen. The executive editors, when reviewing papers, unconsciously carry out
some daily activities in pure consciousness and daily life. And there are also some difficulties to
cope with when reviewing papers. By revealing and reflecting on the nature of the paper revie-
wing, this paper intends to help the executive editors to engage in the activity of paper reviewing
with an attitude of “turning to the thing itself”.

Key words: Husserl’s phenomenology; hermeneutics; paper reviewing; quality evaluation

criteria for papers
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