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Connotation, Intension of the Popularization of Marxism-Leninism
Proposed by the Social Scientists’ League of China
and Its Capacity Building: A Case Study Based on SSLC Paper

Liu Aizhang

(School of Marxism, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: During the Agrarian Revolutionary War, the Social Scientists’ League of China
(SSLC), under the leadership of the Communist Party of China (CPC), together with other left-
wing cultural groups, started a powerful and strong left-wing cultural campaign. The league is
both the outcome and subject of the popularization of Marxism-Leninism. The proposition of the
popularization of Marxism-Leninism by the league is characterized by its high self-consciousness
and its focus on the mass. Its practice was carried out by guiding the youth to read and educating
workers and peasants, casting a political orientation of competing with Kuomintang for the
youth. The KMT government’s cruel siege against the CPC helped the league realize the resili-
ence of the popularization of Marxism-Leninism and consciously building its capacity. It is of
great significance to grasp the historical implication of adapting Marxism to the Chinese context
and the needs of our times as well as to deepen the research of SSL.LC by focusing on SSLC Paper
to examine the practice and theory of the popularization of Marxism-Leninism.

Key words: The Social Scientists’ League of China; SSLC Paper; Marxism-Leninism; pop-

ularization

(AR AT ]

16



