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On the Translation of
The Proposals and Mani festo of the Third International
by Cheng Zeren

Ding Xiaoli

(School of Marxism, China University of Mining and Technology-Beijing, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The Proposals and Manifesto of the Third International is a compilation docu-
ment of the Second Congress of the Communist International, the earliest Chinese translation of
which currently available was translated by Cheng Zeren (Shen Zemin) in July 1921 and was pub-
lished as the fourth book of Communist Series by People’s Publishing House in April 1922. It
consists of three parts: “The Proposal of the Third International” as Part I, “The Manifesto of
the Second Congress of the Third International Communist Party” as Part II, and the appendix
“The First Manifesto of the Third International” as Part III. The Proposals and Manifesto of
the Third International was introduced to China around August 1920 by Cheng Zeren, whose
Chinese version might be translated from English. As an important introductory document of
Second Congress of the Communist International into China, Chen’s version played an important
role in the history of the early dissemination and domestication of Marxism.

Key words: Cheng Zeren; Second Congress of the Communist International; The Proposals
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