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Husserl’s Theory of Instincts and Its Tendency of Teleology

XU Liwen

(School of Marxism, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou 510520, China)

Abstract: Husserl’s theory of instincts is an important part of his genesis phenomenology,
as instincts form the underlying structure of passive genesis. The elucidation of the teleology
contained in the theory of instincts can illustrate the legitimacy of genesis phenomenology, espe-
cially in its passive genesis stage, and thus shows rationalism characteristic of Husserl’s philo-
sophical thought. For this reason, the analysis of concept of Husserl’s genesis phenomenology
and instincts status in it, as well as the similarities and differences between instincts and instinc-
tive desire helps to clarify the concept of instincts. On this basis, it can be concluded that in-
stincts and rationality are not in one or the other but interpenetrate, and the subject has actually
implied a tendency of teleology in the construction of instincts.

Key words: Husserl; instincts; instinctive desire; teleology; genesis phenomenology
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