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Historical Evolution of Moral Cultivation System
for Normal Students

Niu Junxia
(Faculty of Educational Sciences, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Started in normal schools from the late Qing, China’s moral cultivation system for
normal students was institutionalized in 1902 and has been gradually perfected after Guimao
School system, Renziguichou school system and Renxu school system. The moral cultivation
system for normal students includes admission and selection system, cultivation mode system as
well as assessment and evaluation system. The admission and selection system ensures students’
good moral foundation by the guarantee system before admission and the trial system after ad-
mission. The cultivation mode system mainly nurtures students’ morality by curriculum and ac-
tivities. The assessment system contains both in-school and out-of-school assessment to ensure
that every “prospective teacher” has qualified professional ethics. It is found that the evolvement
of the thought and nature of modern school system reform guides the evolution of moral cultiva-
tion system for normal students. During its evolution, moral cultivation system for normal
students has established the basic line of focusing on the cultivation of normal students’ moral
practical ability and “self-technology”. Moreover, there is inheritance and stability in the moral
cultivation system for normal students in different historical periods.

Key words: normal students; moral cultivation system; modern school system; historical e-

volution
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