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How to Tell Stories of Modern China in an Artistic Way:
On the Visualization of Biography Yan Yangchu by Miao Yong

Zou Jianjun

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: Yan Yangchu, Miao Yong’s full-length biographical work, takes Yan Yangchu,
the father of Chinese civilian education, as the narrative object. It tells a story of a historical fig-
ure in modern China to the world, with its own advantages and characteristics in many aspects.
How to tell stories of modern China in an artistic way? Yan Yangchu reaches a high level in terms
of subtlety in narrative conception, intuitiveness in the presentation of the environment, specific-
ity in the description of characters, inherency in the dialogue of characters, lyricism in the narra-
tive language and mosaicism in the introduction of poetry. These advantages and characteristics
are worthy of learning and reference for biographical literature writers despite some inevitable
flaws in the narrative aspect of the text.

Key words: Yan Yangchu; Miao Yong; biographical literature; stories of modern China;

narrating experience; visualization
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