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Decoding Kant:
Transcendental Philosophy and the Axiomatic Method

Zhang Guiquan, Yang Wenjie
(School of Philosophy, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Kant called his philosophy transcendental philosophy, which implied the close re-
lationship between his philosophy and the axiomatic method. Kant’s deliberate emphasis on tran-
scendental hints at the secret of his desire to construct a philosophical system according to the ax-
iomatic approach of geometry. Kant’s concept of space-time, the twelve (pairs of) categories,
are the primordial concepts in his epistemology, and the interpretation of these concepts consti-
tutes the definition and axioms in Kant’s transcendental philosophy. It is on the basis of these
definitions and axioms that Kant constructed his own transcendental philosophy.

Key words: Kant; transcendental philosophy; axiomatic methods
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