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Brentano’s Ethical View of Science and Its Theoretical Effects

Zhang Qinfu"*, Leng Yué®
(1. School of Philosophy, Southwest Minzu University, Chengdu 610041; 2. Officers College of PAP, Chengdu 610213;
3. School of Marxism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China)

Abstract: Starting from the belief that philosophy has turned to science, Brentano, with the
establishment of a scientific ethics as his mission, redefines the definition, task and method of
ethics, and establishes a scientific ethics, in which the new definition of each aspect brings pro-
found theoretical effects. From the wisdom of philosophy, ethics is defined as the highest disci-
pline in the practical discipline, which brings the emancipatory effect of breaking the traditional
philosophy that ethics is dependent on metaphysics. He proposed that the six tasks of ethics can
be reduced to a system, which has the systemic effect of making it possible to move comprehen-
sively towards ethical facts; he also established that ethics requires scientific research methods,
which led to the methodological effect of enabling ethics to break away from the traditional con-
ceptual-cognitive approach and move toward a descriptive-psychological scientific methodology.
In this way, the transition of ethics to science is made possible.
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