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To Have or to Be:
Mechanisms of Change in the Quality of Life of Residents of Nature Reserves
in the Perspective of Critical Incidents

Li Yangin', Shi Jiawei', Li Mufang’
(1. School of Management, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081;
2. School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-Sen University, Zhuhai 519082, China)

Abstract: Scenery-village integration and co-prosperity is a win-win way for residents to live
a better life and for scenic spots to achieve sustainable development in natural reserves. Based on
the case study of Jiuzhai Valley, this paper analyzes the historical texts of critical incidents during
tourism development, applies the themata of “to have or to be” to construct the influencing
framework of residents’ quality of life, and reveals the evolution mechanism of residents’ living
mode. This study clarifies the changing path of residents’ existence mode, which is from func-
tional having mode through having-being or being-having mode to balancing being mode or exces-
sive having mode, and reveals the two forces of having and being in changing of residents’ quality
of life in the dynamic game, and the acquisition of management value as one of the core driving
force for the improvement of residents’ quality of life. On the premise of moderately ensuring
and improving the residents’ quality of life of residents, this study suggests that tourism devel-
opment policies should focus on the culture protection and public security, so as to maintain the
sustainability and equity of development.

Key words: nature reserve; residents’ quality of life; to have or to be; critical incidents

method; Jiuzhai Valley
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