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Spatial Injustice and Economic Marginalization
in Ethnic Villages Tourism

Chen Xing, Yu Zhengyong
(College of Tourism and Urban-Rural Planning, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China )

Abstract: The study on the process of marginalization — tourism-centeredness — economic
marginalization in the tourism spatial practice of Seergu Tibetan village shows that tourism devel-
opment has led ethnic villages from marginalization to tourism-centeredness. However, in the
practice of tourism space production, due to the emergence of space injustice, such as crowding
out of residents’ space, the weakening of residents’ community power, the unequal distribution
of interests, community conflict and resistance, the absence of residents’ main role and the fail-
ure of tourism industry effect appeared, resulting in the economic development dilemma of ethnic
villages and their return to the economic marginalization. This paper holds that tourism develop-
ment is the only way to help ethnic villages out of marginalization and realize rural revitalization.
To give full play to the economic driving effect of tourism, tourism spatial practice must be fully
integrated into community participation and avoid spatial injustice.

Key words: ethnic village; tourism space production; spatial injustice; economic marginaliza-

tion; Seergu Tibetan village in Sichuan
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