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Western Perspective of Liu Xianxin’s Literary Studies

Zhao Junbo
(Literature College, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Liu Xianxin’s literary studies have a broad Western perspective. In terms of logic,
he emphasized the need to pay attention to logic in writing, and used it as a standard to review
the masterpieces of ancient Chinese writers. In terms of literary evolution, he believes that the e-
volution of Chinese literature is not cyclically but linearly, and is the transfer of the old to the
new rather than the replacement of the old by the new. He holds both approvals and disagree-
ments with Western literary trends such as classicism and romanticism, as well as theories of ap-
preciation and criticism. At the same time, he also has a preliminary awareness of comparison
between Chinese and Western literature. In the era when Chinese and Western, old and new aca-
demic thought were blossoming, Liu Xianxin’s literary research aims to seek truth, absorb the
reasonable part of Western academic thought, and abandon its contradiction with Chinese litera-
ture, showing an independent and rational academic characteristics.

Key words: Liu Xianxin; the Book of Tuishi; literary studies; Western studies vision
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