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Audible Nostalgia: Soundscapes in Rural Tourism

Li zhifei, Li Jiawei

School of Tourism Management, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China

Abstract: Rural tourism is effective for rural revitalization, and the rural soundscape is important for nos-
talgia generation. This paper discusses the similarities and differences of soundscape recognition and nos-
talgia perception between the hosts and the guests in four cases of rural tourism in Sichuan Province and
constructs a model of soundscape influence on nostalgia triggering mechanism of the hosts and guests in
rural tourism under the guidance of grounded theory. It is found that soundscape can stimulate the nostal-
gia of hosts and guests in rural tourism areas. Natural environment sound plays the dominant role, fol-
lowed by biological sound, while human activity sound has the weakest. The nostalgic dimensions genera-
ted between the host and the guest are the same, and the emotional experience is the consistent and most
influential dimension for both. There exists a subjective spiritual dimension of rural imagination in the
nostalgic dimension.

Key words: nostalgia; rural tourism; soundscape
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