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Dissemination of Kindness Instruction Books for Women and Female images
in Plays of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Li Yan

Arts College, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China

Abstract: The centralized compilation of kindness instruction books in the Ming and Qing Dynasties con-
tributed to their extensive spreading and launched a national cultural movement of encouraging kindness.
Some new features are displayed in the compilation and spreading of women’s kindness instruction books
such as the four books for women. They also embody some new thoughts which created profound impacts
on female characterization in plays of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Women from elite families have re-
ceived diversified cultural arts education in addition to the education of the rules and regulations. The con-
tradiction and reconciliation of discipline and awakening are clearly reflected in the shaping of female ima-
ges in legendary operas of the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Key words: kindness instruction books for Women; encouraging kindness;plays of the Ming and Qing Dy-

nasties; female images
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