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Nation State Discourse in the Development History of Modern Ci Studies

Sun Qizhou

School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China

Abstract: In the first half of the 20th century, Chinese scholars at the time of national crisis made great efforts to
construct imaginative literary traditions to awaken people’s sense of national identity. In this historical context,
the social and political function of Ci studies has been constantly stimulated and expropriated. At the time of na-
tional disaster, modern scholars gave the modern connotation to Ci political expression, from “discussion on Ci ac-
cording to the classics” to the revitalization of the nation, and realized the modern turn of Ci functional theory.
They strengthened the spirit of “nation-state” embedded in the history of Chinese classical Ci by advocating Jiaxu-
an Ci style, publicizing patriotic poets, writing national C: history and compiling national Ci anthologies. There-
fore, modern Ci studies, carrying the discourse of the nation-state, has become an important pole of anti-Japanese
war literature and contributed to the modern transformation of its own theoretical discourse. It should be regarded
as an indispensable part in the development history of modern Chinese literary theory.

Key words: modern Ci studies; nation state discourse; patriotic Ci poet; national Ci history; national Ci antholo-
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