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Textual Research on Lu You and Tang Wan’s Marriage: Also on Marriage
System and Some Features of Conventions in the Song Dynasty

: 1 2
Jia Fangfang', Wang Zengyu
1. Research Center of the Song History, Hebei University, Baoding, Hebei 071002;
2. Research Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China

Abstract: Lu You and his first wife Tang Wan’s marriage is cousin marriage although the aunt-nephew
family circle relation between Lu You’s mother and Tang Wan was not immediate. In the 14th year of
Shaoxing period of the Song Dynasty (AD 1144), Lu You and Tang Wan enjoyed the lanterns on Lantern
Festival at Lin’an. The newly married couple made chrysanthermum pillow together in that autumn. All
revealed that they love each other deeply. Lu You’s absence from imperial examination in the 14th and
15th year of Shaoxing period, which irritated Lu’s mother, was actual reason for their divorce. But the le-
gal grounds for divorce was sterile. The social gulf between men and women in the Song Dynasty deprived
women’s rights while men concerned much more family benefits in marriage. Tang Wan’s second husband
was born in royal family, who had several children in his previous marriage. Tang Wan’s early death, in
contrast with Lu You’ s longevity, deserves a sigh of sadness. The influence of unhappy marriage to
women in a limited living space was greater than to men with official career.

Key words: marriage system and conventions in the Song Dynasty; marriage between cousins; Lu You and

Tang Wan’s marriage; Lu You’s family repudiated Tang Wan; Tang Wan’s remarriage
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