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Bu Lou Incident in the Northern Song Dynasty

Zhang Bangwei
History Culture and Tourism College, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, China

Abstract: Bu Lou resisted royal court was the most important military and state affair in the fifth year of
Zhenghe period (AD 1115). Its nature was complex. It cannot be named as uprising or insurgency in that
it was first luyi people’s opposition against corruption. It might be more accurate to call it a group accident
which was utilized by careerist Bu Lou. It was inconsistent with historical fact that in Emperor Gaozong
period it was concluded as an example of Emperor Huizong’s militaristic character and Zhao Yu who put
down this incident as a chief criminal, even though out of the anger towards the “Six Thieves”, namely Cai
Jing, Zhu Mian, Wang Fu, Li Yan, Tong Guan and Liang Shicheng. Zhao Yu was not Emperor Huizong’
s favorite minister and the “Six Thieves” partner. On the contrary, he was an honest and capable official
who opposed corruption in Emperor Huizong period.

Key words: the Northern Song dynasty; Bu Lou incident; Zhaoyu; Emperor Huizong
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