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Sichuan’ s Grain Distribution and Marketing during the Yongzheng and
Qianlong Period of the Qing Dynasty

Deng Qiancheng', Zhu Lin®

1. Sichuan Institute for Advanced Studies on Culture and Education, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066 ;
2. School of Marxism, Southwest Minzu University, Chengdu 610041, China

Abstract: Through the investigation of the regional scope, distribution mode, transportation and market pattern of
Sichuan’s grain distribution and marketing during the Yongzheng and Qianlong period of the Qing Dynasty, it can
be found that Sichuan has become a major domestic grain production province and an important commercial grain
production base during this period, due to its sufficient supply and large surplus for government allocation, pro-
curement, and merchant trafficking, as a result of the policies promulgated and implemented in Sichuan in the ear-
ly Qing Dynasty. At the same time, the prosperity of grain distribution and marketing in Sichuan during the
Yongzheng and Qianlong period was based on the surplus grain supply in the province and great demand in the ex-
ternal market. After Jiaqing and Daoguang period, with the growth of population and the increasingly prominent
contradiction between population and cultivated land, Sichuan’s grain production gradually changed from surplus
to shortage, and grain export gradually decreased to none. With the gradual disappearance of the premise of grain
commercialization, the level of grain commercialization and marketization in Sichuan decreased, which shows the
thought-provoking limitation of Sichuan’s grain commercialization development.

Key words: grain distribution; Sichuan; the Yongzheng and Qianlong period of the Qing Dynasty
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