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The Application of Classics Orientation of Marxist Historiography in the Pe-
riod of the Republic of China

Gao Xizhong

Institute of Historical Theory, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China

Abstract: During the period of the Republic of China, the crisis of the Chinese nation continued to deepen,
and the country was in trouble. Adhering to the practical character of Marxism, Chinese Marxist histori-
ography continues the fine tradition of ancient historiography of the application of classics and has become
an important part of the Chinese nation’s salvation. First, it engaged in the debate on the nature of Chinese
society and social history, seeking answers to the questions of the purpose, object and nature of the Chi-
nese revolution through historical research. Second, it became a vital force in the anti-Japanese War with
Anti-Japanese culture. Third, it devoted itself to revolutionary publicity and education, criticizing and liq-
uidating such wrong views as the historical view of aggression, inspiring the national self-confidence and
self-esteem at that time, and effectively supporting the anti-Japanese War. In the pursuit of salvation and
national independence, Marxist historiography, with the interests of the entire nation as its central con-
cern, made important contributions to the realization of national independence and the establishment of
new China. This worldly value is of great historical significance, and should be recognized and evaluated in
a realistic manner with a historicist attitude.

Key words: the period of Republic of China; Marxist historiography; the application of classics
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