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Deviation and Reversal of Hyletic Phenomenology: Michel Henry’ s
Fundamental Advancement of Husserl’s Phenomenology

Wer Qing

School of Marxism, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China

Abstract: “Hyletic phenomenology” was proposed by Husserl, the founder of phenomenology. Husserl
believed that it is a self-contained discipline, different from intentional phenomenology. But Michel Henry
believed that Husserl’s treatment of hyletic phenomenology has actually undergone a fundamental devia-
tion. Husserl was too limited by intentional gaze and failed to treat hyletic phenomenology as a true phe-
nomenology. Husserl always replaced the essence of material with something intentional, unable to reveal
the non-intentional nature of the hyle, namely the affectivity, and ignores its givenness and the phenome-
nality. Michel Henry carried out a radical and a life-phenomenological reversal of Husserl’s deviation, and
outlined affectivity, a way of manifestation that is completely different from intentionality.

Key words: Michel Henry; hyletic phenomenology; hyle; intentionality; affectivity
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