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Kant’s Views on the Object of Imputation

Ma Xinyu

School of Marxism, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China

Abstract: Kant divides imputation into legal and moral imputation. The objects of legal imputation are acts
that are less than the requirements of the law, i.e., acts that violate the law and their consequences, in-
cluding dereliction of duty and the partial fulfillment of the duty. There are three kinds of moral imputa-
tion: one is the act and its consequences that are more than the requirements of the law, or the act without
duty but with action, or the act with duty and with action and with more action than the requirements of
the law; one is the act and its consequences that are less than the requirements of the law, or the act with
duty but without action, or the act with duty but with action but with insufficient action; one is the act and
its consequences that only conform to the moral law but not also conform to the requirements of the law of
legal rights. This shows that Kant’s ethics, though deontological, does not abandon the imputation of the
consequences of acts. An examination of this issue helps both to clarify the place of consequences in Kant’s
ethics and to clarify the fundamental differences between Kant’s ethics and consequentialism.

Key words: Kant; right; ethics; imputation; consequences
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