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Property Viscosity and the Use of Homestead: A Theoretical Analysis
Framework

Wang Yanxi

School of Marxism, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China

Abstract: The paid use of homestead is an important content of rural homestead system reform and an in-
evitable measure to revitalize the idle and inefficient utilization of homestead. As a category reflecting the
dependence of farmers on homestead, the property viscosity rights depicts the stable state of farmers’
preference for the formation and change of homestead property rights. The intrinsic linkage between the
property viscosity of homestead and the usage way of homestead determines that the paid use of homestead
should be comprehensively balanced in three paths of administrative dominance, limited marketization and
complete marketization. In practice, the property viscosity of homestead shows the characteristics of inter-
generational differentiation, regional differentiation and household differentiation. Therefore, the policy
design for paid use of homestead cannot be a one-size-fits-all solution. Different reform policies should be
built based on generations of farmers, village location conditions, and household livelihood models.

Key words: paid use of homestead; property viscosity; theoretical analysis framework
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