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New Research on the Tale of “Zhang Sanfeng Went into Shu and Met the
Prince of Shu”

Bai Yanbo

School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China

Abstract: In the early Ming dynasty, the Royal family’s searching for “the Unusual” played a key role in
the formation and spread of the belief in the immortal “Zhang Sanfeng”, among which the event “Zhang
Sanfeng went into Shu and met the prince of Shu” happened in the late Hongwu era is the most important;
however, the academia didn’t have a clear understanding of its connotation. With the “Yu Quanyilaoxian
Shu”, “Zhang Fengxian Xiangzan” and “Huaixian Fu” in Xian Yuan Rui Zhi Ji by Zhu Chun, Prince Xian
of Shu, found in the National Archives of Japan recently, it can be clearly proved that “Zhang Sanfeng
went into Shu and met the prince of Shu” was actually fabricated by Zhu Chun himself. Taking the story of
Tai’zu and Zhou Dianxian as template, Zhu Chun made use of the Taoist immortal Zhang Sanfeng to shape
his own image of a wise prince, to resolve the political crisis caused by the rebellion of Lan Yu, his father-
in-law, and to avoid repeating the same tragedy as the death of his elder brother Zhu Zi, the Prince of Tan
and abolishment of the Tan Kingdom. As a result, Zhu Chun survived the crisis, and won the title of “the
wisest in the imperial clan”; the plot “(Zhang Sanfeng) then went into Shu, and met the prince of Shu”
was also successfully absorbed into the legend of Zhang Sanfeng, becoming the official proof of the myth
that “Sanfeng resurrected”.

Key words: The Prince Xian of Shu; Zhu Chun; Xian Yuan Rui Zhi Ji; Zhang Sanfeng; the case of Lan
Yu
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