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“New Culture Movement” in Southern Sichuan and Yun Daiying’ s

Ideological Transformation

Li Zhe

Department of history, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China

Abstract: The educational reform in southern Sichuan in the 1920s was initiated by a group of prominent
youths, including Lu Zuofu and Yun Daiying, and immediately became the center of the new cultural
movement in the southwest. This event was not only important in local history, but also led Yun Daiying’s
change from conservative to armed revolution. In this process, the local gentry, the opponents of the new
cultural movement, was quite open to western knowledge, which helped the spread of the new culture.
Nevertheless, as the reform advanced, the fundamental differences in philosophy between the old and the
new became obvious, and Yun Daiying attempted to rebel against the rituals promoted by the gentry
through student autonomy. Eventually, the change of regime caused the outbreak of the student strike and
a strong backlash from the gentry, prompting him to join in the armed revolution.

Key words: Yun Daiying; “New Culture Movement” in southern Sichuan; the old and new gentry; student

autonomy
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