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Resolution of the Paradox in the Essential Intuition from the Perspective of
Genesis

Chen Zhiwei

School of Marxism, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510006, China

Abstract: The essential intuition is the basis of Husserl’s phenomenology. It is precisely because of the es-
sential intuition that the essential category can be constructed, formal ontology and regional ontology can
be possible. However, some people think that the essential intuition implies paradox, and in this way crit-
icize the essential intuition. This paper re-examines the three basic aspects of essential intuition from the
perspective of the genesis and the perspective of passiveness and activeness, especially highlighting the de-
cisive role played by passiveness in the second aspect. This paper further inquiries into the passivity, and
finds that “inner time” and “original association” play a fundamental role. Through this investigation, the
so-called “paradox” in the essential intuition is solved. Professor Chen Jiaming raised doubts about Hus-
serl’s essential intuition, and the essential intuition is defended from the perspective of genesis.

Key words: essential intuition; genesis; passiveness;original association;resolution of paradox
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