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Evolution of Astronomical Doctrine and the Writing of Ci and Fu in the Han
and Tang Dynasties

Yin Zhiyuan

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China

Abstract: The Han and Tang dynasties were the most prosperous period for the development of Ci and Fu
literature, and was also the time when the traditional Chinese astronomical doctrine took shape, i.e.,
from the system of the five palaces to the system of the three enclosures and the twenty-eight lunar man-
sions. This unique literary phenomenon reflects not only the unique knowledge structure of the ancients,
but also the importance they attached to the relationship between heaven and man. However, astronomical
doctrines are not immutable, and as they evolve, the astronomical writing in Ci and Fu also change.
Therefore, the astronomical writing in ci and fu involves different doctrines and concepts, and the knowl-
edge behind the texts varies. This means that relevant astronomical doctrines and knowledge is a prerequi-
site for understanding Ci and Fu, while the texts still need to be constantly explored and studied by literary
researchers. In this way, the culture, thoughts and ideas of the ancients can be appreciated.

Key words: Han and Tang dynasties; Ci and Fu; astronomy; literary writing
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