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Exploration of Zhu Xizu’s Historiographical Thoughts

Zhou Wenjiu

School of History, Center for Studies of Historical Theory & Historiography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875,
China

Abstract: Zhu Xizhu was an influential historian in the early 20th century. On the one hand, he advocated
the use of modern social science to study history beyond the prejudices of party, nationality and state, to
examine historical facts and the laws of human evolution, and reflected the concept of building a scientific
historiography in the curriculum of the History Department of Peking University; on the other hand, his
writings have distinctive characteristics of nationalist historiography, emphasizing national integrity, ex-
pounding national spirit and caring for the rise and fall of the nation. These two aspects of his proposition
are both tense and unified. Due to the influence of the concept of “the distinction between Chinese and for-
eigners” and the critical situation of the country, Zhu Xizu's historical works failed to avoid the limitations
of the Great Han nationalism.

Key words: Zhu Xizu; scientific historiography; nationalist historiography; tension
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