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Ethnocentrism in Song Cibao’s Xu Shi Tong

Jian Lingjiao
School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

Abstract: In the 1930s, Song Cibao wrote Xu Shi Tong in the name of “renewal” at a time when the Euro-
pean style was flourishing. By emulating and promoting Shi Tong and its traditional historical theories,
Song strives to pass on the traditional academic system, which reflects a distinctive ethnocentrism. Xu Shi
Tong also consciously cites and inherits the historical claims of Zhejiang scholars, thus respecting Zhejiang
scholars and Zhejiang school in histography. Song Cibao’s guardianship of Chinese historiographical tradi-
tions seemed anachronistic at that time, but is in the long run an indispensable academic force for the de-
velopment of Chinese historiography.
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