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Southwest Ethnic Studies during the Period of War against Japan in All Re-
spects from the Perspective of Nationalism

Jia Hongxia
Center for Bashu Cultural Studies, History Culture and Tourism College, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan
610066, China

Abstract: After the outbreak of the war against Japan in all respects, the crisis of national extinction
brought about by the Japanese invasion inspired strong and widespread nationalist trend, which profoundly
influenced the aims, theories, and achievements of Southwestern ethnic studies. Southwest ethnic studies
under nationalism had shouldered the responsibility of ensuring the survival of the Chinese nation, resha-
ping its cultural diversity and countering imperialist cultural colonial plot. Theoretical controversies such
as “the Chinese nation is the one” and “clan theory” have arisen under the stirring tide of nationalism, but
southwestern ethnic studies gradually saw a new tide of overall Chinese national identity and respect for the
multiculture of domestic ethnic groups. The rise of nationalist sentiment has prompted scholars to south-
western ethnic groups research and achieved fruitful results. The field research and studies on the ethnic
minorities in southwest China have enriched the multicultural connotation of the sense of community for
the Chinese nation. Studies on the interaction and integration of Han and southwestern ethnic minorities
have contributed to the deepening of the consciousness of the unity of the Chinese nation. The reference to
and integration of multidisciplinary research theories and methods have made southwest ethnic studies
fruitful, not only breaking the long-standing imperialist dominance and cultural colonial intentions in
southwestern ethnic studies, but also gradually gaining the discourse power in southwestern ethnic stud-
ies.

Key words: nationalism; period of war against Japan in all respects; southwestern ethnic studies; the sense

of community for the Chinese nation
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