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Historical Study of Political Identity among Communities Along the “Two
Roads” in the Communist Party of China’s Ruling of Tibet

Wang Dongmin, Guo Hailong, He Yun’an

School of Marxism, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu, Sichuan 611756, China

Abstract: Since the completion of the“Two Roads”, namely the Sichuan-Tibet Highway and the Qinghai-
Tibet Highway, communities along the routes have undergone three major transformations in terms of
their political identity. The first transformation occurred during the construction and opening of the “Two
Roads”, which resulted in a concrete identity as “Supporters of the Communist Party” and “Supporters of
the People’s Liberation Army”. The second transformation was reinforced through the maintenance and
upgrading of the “Two Roads”, which led to a socialist identity of “Supporters of the Socialist System” and
“Supporters of Reform and Opening Up”. Lastly, the current era is characterized by an overarching identi-
ty of “Five Recognitions”. A review of history reveals that the completion of the “Two Roads” sounded
the horn of modern political identity among the Tibetan. To establish a contemporary political identity,
valuable historical experiences must be passed on and upheld. This requires an understanding of both the
law of interests and that of emotions, and a focus on both the generation and construction of logic.

Key words: Sichuan-Tibet Highway and the Qinghai-Tibet Highway; communities along the routes; politi-

cal identity; “Two Roads” spirit
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