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Alienation and Return of Parental Role from Social Acceleration Criticism

Shao Qi, Zhang Yimin

Faculty of Education, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang, Guizhou 550025, China

Abstract: The social acceleration criticism of the Frankfurt School has opened up a new perspective for ex-
amining contemporary family education issues. Under the circumstances of social acceleration, the trend of
excessive utilitarianism in education is becoming increasingly prominent, and the problem of the alienation
of parental roles is characterized as an erosion of the “source of love” for children, a transformation from
being the “guide” of children’s growth to the “obstacle”, and the downgrading of the “guardian” of chil-
dren’s growth to the “oppressor”. The “natural order” in children’s growth has given way to the “fast-
track rule”. Based on this, the return of parental roles should focus on promoting healthy child develop-
ment, using leisurely spirit to resist the negative impact of social acceleration, slow education to mitigate
the harm of excessive utilitarian education, and reshaping loving and hopeful parent-child relationships to
promote the happy growth and comprehensive development of children.

Key words: social acceleration; parental role; the alienation of roles; children’s growth
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