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Western Learning in China and the Disciplinary Preparation of Opinion
Polls

Yang Mian

School of Business, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610101, China

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, sociology was introduced to China,
and the trend of investigation swept across the country. Early Chinese investigations were mainly focused
on objective areas such as social conditions and natural resources. Today, researchers still mainly focus on
this aspect. However, it is possible that the unclear disciplinary boundaries in the early stages of the
spread of Western learning in China led to the extension of the connotation of “social investigation” to sub-
jective areas such as social psychology. At the same time, psychology was transplanted to China, and with
the efforts of early psychologists, psychology in China made significant progress. Due to the emphasis of
sociology on investigation, the statistical methods used are adopted by pollsters. Psychology focuses on
testing and aims to explore the social and personal psychology and wishes. The combination of “investiga-
tion” and “testing” and the acceptance by modern Chinese of the value and methodology of opinion polls
popular in foreign countries have provided at least a basic academic foundation and disciplinary preparation
for the rise of opinion polls in China.

Key words: Western learning in China; opinion polls; disciplinary preparation; sociology; psychology
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