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Chiang Kai-shek’s Effort to Suppress the Food Hoarding of Sichuan in 1940

Chen Mo

School of History, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065, China

Abstract: In order to control the rice price in Sichuan, Chiang Kai-shek led a series of actions to suppress
the food hoarding while the provincial government enhanced its food management after July, 1940. The
main body of rice hoarding in Sichuan had been expanded from businessmen to multiple social groups, and
individuals of distinctive classes stored rice for their different purposes. Thus the complete prohibition of
food hoarding seemed to be a tough task. On one hand, Chiang started an investigation on potential food
hoarders of those counties in Sichuan, as a preparation of his next move. On the other hand, he launched
a constant probe on the suspect officials who might get involved in the hoarding, and executed the defense-
less former mayor of Chengdu, Yang Quanyu, the hoarder of wheat, as to comfort the angry mass.
Chiang’s investigation on food hoarders made progress at a slow pace due to the boycott from landowners
and the poor efficiency of local administrations, at the same time his probe on the suspect officials got rath-
er sensitive because of the delicate relations between the central government and Sichuan cliques. The set-
back of Chiang’s attempts resulted from Kuomintang regime’s weakness in response speed, governance
level and social control. People in and out of the government did not appreciate Chiang’s efforts and they
urged a reformation of economic system to eliminate the foundation of that hoarding. Later, as the conse-
quence of that discussion, land tax collect in kind policy hauled the food hoarding to some extent. people’s
criticism of Chiang’s actions should not be considered as the proper evaluation of his efforts to suppress the
food hoarding.

Key words: suppress the food hoarding; Chiang Kai-shek; Sichuan; 1940; central-Sichuan relations
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