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Cold War, Urban-Rual and Third Front Construction: Discussion with the
American Scholar Mr. Meyskens

Li Deying, Hu Tianpeng
School of History &. Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065, China

Abstract: In recent years, overseas Third Front construction research has become increasingly popular,
and scholars have continuously carried out research from the political, economic, social, and corporate
perspectives. Among them, American scholar Covell F. Meyskens analyzed and introduced the Third
Front construction in a more comprehensive manner from the perspective of the Cold War and militariza-
tion. However, when discussing China’s international environment under the “Cold War” pattern, Mey-
skens ignored the dynamic changes in the relationship between China, the United States and the Soviet U-
nion relations and failed to understand the deep meaning of the “Third Front” region; Although the rela-
tionship between urban and rural workers and peasants is involved, his analysis is inadequate and should be
contextualized within the historical changes in such relationships in modern China.

Key words: Third Front construction; overseas studies; Mao’s Third Front: The Militarization of Cold

War China by Covell F. Meyskens; the Cold War; urban-rural relations
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