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Tasks of Philosophy: A Profound Difference between Chinese and Western
Philosophy

Ding Sandong

Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan 410082, China

Abstract: The legitimacy of Chinese philosophy is a problematic issue, with both Chinese and Western phi-
losophies traversing linguistic and cultural spaces in the exploration of philosophical concepts. However,
in contrast to Western philosophy, Chinese philosophy not only seeks to analyze conceptual ideas theoreti-
cally but also strives to implement these ideas in practical application. The inclination toward practical util-
ity and the realization of ideals has been considered the highest philosophical achievement of traditional
Chinese philosophy, leading to a more secure binding of Chinese philosophy to social reality than Western
philosophy. Chinese philosophers have also been more deeply involved in social structures, particularly by
virtue of their identity asshi, or literati, rather than as mere philosophers. This perspective has weakened
the intellectual identity of Chinese philosophy. In this respect, Chinese philosophers have a responsibility
to reclaim their status as philosophers.

Key words: legitimacy of Chinese philosophy; exploration of philosophical concepts; practical application
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