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On Dimensional Exploration and Scale Development of Local Cultural Vitality
in Tourism-Developed Traditional Villages

Bao Yafang, Sun Zhi, Jiang Hanjing

College of Landscape, Architecture, Zhejiang A& F University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 311300, China

Abstract: Most of the current discussions on the dimensions of cultural vitality have been based on urban
contexts, and are not applicable to the measurement of local cultural vitality in tourism-developed tradi-
tional villages. Taking traditional villages developed for tourism in Songyang County as a case study, this
paper explores the internal structure and measurement scale of local cultural vitality from the perspective
of villagers using theoretical model construction and empirical testing. The results reveal that the local cul-
tural vitality in tourism-developed traditional villages consists of three dimensions: cultural mobilization,
cultural cohesion, and cultural creativity, together with 13 measurement indicators. The cultural mobiliza-
tion dimension is the most effective constituent of local cultural vitality, followed by cultural creativity and
cultural cohesion. This study shows that local cultural vitality in tourism-developed traditional villages has
new dimensions and connotations that differ from cultural vitality in urban contexts. The results not only
enrich and advance the basic research on cultural vitality, but also provide guidance for the practice of high-
quality tourism development in traditional villages.

Key words: traditional villages; local cultural vitality; grounded theory; dimensional exploration; scale de-

velopment
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