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Kant’s Critical Philosophy and the Problem of Transcendence

Zhang Zhiwei

School of philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract: The “transcendence” constitutes the “dilemma of life and death” of classical metaphysics. Kant
is not only a critic but also a builder of metaphysics. His thought is at a critical juncture in the history of
the rise and fall of metaphysics. And the two key words, transcendental and transcendent, in Kant’s phi-
losophy are closely related to transcendence of metaphysics. In the context of metaphysics, this paper at-
tempts to explore transcendence by sorting out the system of Kant’s critical philosophy, in order to show
that Kant tries to “reconcile” transcendence and immanence. Also, his critical philosophy is embodied in a
certain transition from “absolute transcendence” to “immanent transcendence”, which determines the
“fate” of metaphysics: metaphysics was completed in German classical philosophy and also ended in Ger-
man classical philosophy.

Key words: Kant; critical philosophy; transcendence; transcendental; transcendent; metaphysics
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