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Heidegger’s Solution to the Problem of the Reality

Liao Xinyu
School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract: Since ancient Greece, traditional metaphysicians have been trying to prove the reality (Realitét)
of the world and its entities. However, Heidegger argues that attempting to answer the question of the ex-
istence of beings is itself absurd. Heidegger holds that there are three reasons why traditional ontology in-
sists on proving the reality of the world: firstly, it understands beings within the world as ready-made
things; secondly, it conceives the world as a collection of numerous beings; and thirdly, it prioritizes epis-
temology over ontology. His Being and Time starts from the existential constitution of Dasein, i.e., “be-
ing-in-the-world”, analyzes in detail “a totality of tools”, “being-in” state of Dasein and the “worldhood of
the world” structure, so as to clarify Heidegger’s analysis of the “world” from the existential ontological
standpoint, and solve the problem of the futile proof of the reality outside.
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