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Promotion of Xingzhuang in the Song Dynasty: From Mourning Literature to
the Biography

Song Xiaoyun, Zhao Bin

College of Chinese LLanguage and Literature, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi, Xinjiang 830017, China

Abstract: The concept of the literary style known as “Xingzhuang” has evolved over time. During the Six
Dynasties, Sui, Tang, and Five Dynasties period, it was considered a form of mourning literature, prima-
rily used as raw material for other literary styles, with its status clearly lower than that of biography.
However, during the Song dynasty, scholars discovered that Xingzhuang possessed characteristics of biog-
raphy, leading to its reclassification from mourning literature to the biography genre, elevating its status.
The evolution of the concept of literary styles was influenced by the changes of the times. In the Song dy-
nasty, there emerged a historiographical concept of biography, widespread acceptance of using Xingzhuang
for historical records, and diversification of the official historian group, all of which affected the Song
scholars’ perceptions of the Xingzhuang style. Due to the Song scholars categorizing Xingzhuang as biog-
raphy, there emerged a tendency to view Xingzhuang as privately authored historical texts and private bi-
ographies, leading to the adoption of more biography-like writing styles in Xingzhuang compositions dur-
ing the Song dynasty.

Key words: Xingzhuang in the Song Dnasty; literary style; biography; historiography; personal biogra-
phy; article style
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