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Acceptance of Wang Shizhen’s Literary Thought by Ogyu Sorai:
Also on the Trend of Japanese Retro Literature

Jia Fei

School of Liberal Arts, Nantong University, Nantong, Jiangsu 226019, China

Abstract: During the Edo period in Japan, the Sorai School, represented by Ogytu Sorai and Hattori Nan-
gaku, was deeply influenced by the Later Seven Masters of the Ming dynasty and advocated for literary re-
vival, drawing inspiration from Li Panlong and Wang Shizhen. However, there has been relatively little
attention paid to their acceptance of Wang Shizhen in academic circles. In fact, based on their shared un-
derstanding of literary revival, the influence of Wang Shizhen in both Ogyt Sorai’s own writings and the
anthologies he compiled can be perceived. Ogyu Sorai criticized the trend of plagiarism and imitation, in-
sisting on not limiting oneself to the models of the Qin, Han, and Tang dynasties, but rather pursuing lit-
erary creation based on genuine emotions. This led him to become deeply fascinated with Wang Shizhen in-
stead of Li Panlong. Hattori Nangaku, his disciple, promoted literary revival by publishing a Com pilation
of Tang poetry attributed to Li Panlong, which facilitated the spread of Li Panlong’s influence in Japan
while downplaying the impact of Wang Shizhen. However, this was not the original intention of Ogyu Sor-
ai. Therefore, for a comprehensive understanding of the trajectory of literary revival in Japan, it is impor-
tant not to overlook the influence of Wang Shizhen.
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