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Luo Ping’ s Novel: ‘“She-themed” Subject Matters, Scholar Fiction and
“Semi-sugar” Philosophy

Liu Xiaobo

School of Literature and Arts, Southwest University of Science and Technology, Mianyang, Sichuan 621010, China; Editorial
Office of the Contemporary Literary Criticism, Chengdu, Sichuan 610012, China

Abstract: Gender issues remain a hot topic. As a female university teacher, Luo Ping pays significant at-
tention to gender-related concerns in her literary works. She often chooses “she-themed” subject matters,
with a particular focus on the experiences of the middle aged. The combination of female-oriented themes
and midlife crises imbues LLuo Ping’s novels with a strong sense of topicality, and demonstrates a deep en-
gagement with reality. Her works serve as an example of women’s writing, embodying the common char-
acteristics of intellectual literature. They expose and satirize certain flaws present among intellectuals,
while also continuing the tradition of enlightenment through a self-reflective narrative approach. Simulta-
neously, Luo Ping’s novels possess a transcendent quality, surpassing narrow gender perspectives and
moving beyond simplistic critiques of intellectual writing. They transform these issues into matters of pub-
lic concern, engaging in a socially-attuned form of writing. The stylistic evolution in Luo Ping’s works
signifies the construction of a unique “semi-sugar” philosophy, which draws inspiration from the wisdom
of classical Chinese existence which serves as a guide for solving various life problems and resolving identi-
ty anxieties.

Key words: Luo Ping’s novels; “she-themed”subject matters; scholar fiction; “semi-sugar” philosophy
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