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Academic Transformation of Bashu Culture Research in 1930s-1940s

Gong Wel

Center for Bashu Culture Studies, School of History Cluture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal Universty, Chengdu, Sichuan
610066, China

Abstract: Under the dual influence of the internal migration during the anti-Japanese War and the academic
transformation, the culture of Bashu in the 1930s and 1940s experienced a research boom with the overall
goal of reconstructing a scientifically credible ancient Bashu culture. Based on the new discoveries from
ethnic field surveys and archaeological excavations during this period, the academic community has formed
diverse research approaches, including distinguishing and reconstructing ancient Bashu historical materi-
als, proposing theories based on post-Qin and Han Dynasty historical records, and reconstructing ancient
Bashu culture using archaeological findings. Building upon these foundations, Zheng Dekun, taking the
“Trans-Eurasian Cultural Exchange Network” as a clue, starts from world history, combining ancient cul-
tures both domestically and internationally with local historical records, further perfecting the evolutionary
context of Bashu culture. On the other hand, Wei Juxian, from the perspective of the uniqueness of
“Ancient Shu People’s Culture”, closely integrates distinctive archaeological artifacts from the Bashu re-
gion with materials from ethnology, folklore studies, and history, while also conducting comparative stud-
ies with Central Plains culture and Southern culture, thereby constructing a more comprehensive system of
the connotations of ancient Bashu culture. Through the joint efforts of Zheng and Wei, a new historical
context and connotations were established for the study of ancient Bashu culture, ultimately leading to a
new academic transformation in Bashu culture research.

Key words: 1930s-1940s; research on Bashu culture; academic transformation; Zheng Dekun; Wei Juxian
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