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From Critical to Constructive: The “Epochal Shift” of Historical Materialist
Methodology

Liu Tongfang
School of Marxism, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China

Abstract: Historical materialism is a Marxist worldview with both critical and constructive aspects, and along with
the continuous enrichment of the socio-historical landscape, its methodology presents an “epochal shift” from criti-
cal exposition to constructive creation. This “epochal shift” is the key to the theory’s vitality, influence and appeal
through social development and changes of times. The critical and constructive methodological qualities of the or-
ganic unity of criticism and construction have laid the ideological foundation for historical materialism to realize the
“epochal shift”; the development of socialism with Chinese characteristics has provided a realistic opportunity for
historical materialism to realize the “epochal shift”; the achievements of China’s modernization and the responsibili-
ties and contributions in the process of globalization have planted practical strength for the “epochal shift”, and the
value concept and practical solution of building a community with a shared future for mankind are the concentrated
presentation of the “epochal shift” in the present.

Key words: historical materialism methodology; “epochal shift”; a community with a shared future for mankind;

critical ; constructive
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