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The Geneva Naval Disarmament Conference and the Anglo-American Game
Over the Transfer of Maritime Power
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Abstract: In the process of power transfer of great powers in history, the interaction between the defending
country and the rising country is not only presented in the form of fierce frontal military conflict, but also
frequently appears in the form of diplomatic game, and its process is characterized by non-linearity and
complexity. As one of the core contents of Anglo-American power transfer, the Washington Conference of
1921 is considered as the landmark event of the transfer of sea power, but the transfer of Anglo-American
sea power during the two world wars was not a linear process, which was highlighted in the Geneva Naval
Disarmament Conference of 1927 : Britain went all out to “return to the Pacific” to regain its position in the
Pacific Ocean, while the United States resisted with all its might. At the Geneva Conference, Britain and
the U.S. engaged in a fierce diplomatic struggle over whether to maintain or revise the Washington Naval
Arms Limitation Treaty and the Tonnage Quotas for Cruisers, which were crucial to sea power, and the
Conference eventually broke down because of the huge gap between the two countries. This result slowed
down the rise of American sea power, and Britain also delayed the decline of its sea power to a limited ex-
tent, thus verifying the non-linear characteristics of the transfer of sea power.

Key words: transfer of Anglo-American sea power; Pacific sea power; Geneva Conference; naval disarma-

ment negotiations
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